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Go	to	the	contentGo	to	the	footerWhile	we	may	have	chosen	100	of	the	best	Bollywood	movies,	with	over	six	decades	of	popular	Hindi	cinema,	it's	nearly	impossible	to	choose	just	11	of	the	best	Bollywood	songs.	So	instead,	we've	picked	just	a	taster	of	the	world	of	Bollywood	music,	selecting	11	of	the	most	memorable	and	important	songs.	With	films
dating	from	1951	to	2014,	this	list	will	give	you	a	glimpse	into	just	how	much	Bollywood	has	changed	over	the	last	60	years,	while	providing	you	with	some	absolute	bangers	you'll	want	to	add	to	your	playlists,	too.		RECOMMENDED:	The	100	best	romantic	filmsBy	entering	your	email	address	you	agree	to	our	Terms	of	Use	and	Privacy	Policy	and
consent	to	receive	emails	from	Time	Out	about	news,	events,	offers	and	partner	promotions.	Awesome,	you're	subscribed!Thanks	for	subscribing!	Look	out	for	your	first	newsletter	in	your	inbox	soon!Film:	‘Ragini	MMS	2’	(2014)	How	exactly	has	Bollywood	change?	Well,	the	track	will	give	you	an	idea.	Controversial	Punjabi	rapper	Yo	Yo	Honey	Singh
waxes	lyrical	about	the	virtues	of	drinking	four	bottles	of	vodka	(the	chours	goes:	‘I	want	a	hangover	tonight’)	over	this	dissonant	hip	hop	club	beats,	which	also	features	Canadian-Indian	porn	star	Sunny	Leone.	Sure	parents	hate	him,	maily	for	the	slackness	of	his	lyrics	and	for	encourging	their	sons	to	dress	‘inapprpriately’,	but	the	kids	love	him,	as
proven	by	this	track's	millions	and	millions	of	views.	Film:	‘Dilwalhe	Dulhania	Le	Jayenge’	(1995)	The	song	from	the	most	romantic	film	in	a	generation	‘TDTYJS’	nods	to	Bollywood’s	wholesome	days	of	yore	with	playback	singers	Kumar	Sanu	and	Lata	Mangeshkar	as	star-crossed	lovers	Raj	(Shah	Rukh	Khan)	and	Simran	(Kajol)	are	reunited	in	Punjab’s
glorious	fields.	They	declare	they’ll	die	in	each	other’s	arms	amid	costume	changes,	location	switches	(to	the	Alps),	and	dream-sequence	montages.	The	combo	of	glorious	melodies,	soaring	strings	and	the	innocent	purity	of	Lata’s	voice	has	been	a	Bollywood	staple	for	decades.	After	all,	if	it	ain’t	broke…	Film:	‘Awaara’	(1951)	Raj	Kapoor	is	the	father
of	cinema	in	post-colonial	India.	The	actor	and	director	was	behind	a	flurry	of	hits	in	the	1950s	and	1960s	–	including	‘Awaara’	–	and	key	to	film	becoming	central	to	India’s	cultural	imagination.	The	song	‘Awaara	Hoon’	sees	the	actor	cheerfully	sing	about	being	a	drifter,	tapping	into	the	Partition	of	1947	that	saw	around	10	million	people	displaced.
His	everyman	charisma	touched	a	nerve,	and	versions	of	this	song	appeared	in	the	Soviet	Union	and	China,	with	Chairman	Mao	reportedly	a	big	fan	of	both	film	and	song.	By	entering	your	email	address	you	agree	to	our	Terms	of	Use	and	Privacy	Policy	and	consent	to	receive	emails	from	Time	Out	about	news,	events,	offers	and	partner	promotions.
Awesome,	you're	subscribed!Thanks	for	subscribing!	Look	out	for	your	first	newsletter	in	your	inbox	soon!More	on	Time	In
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